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A framework for a democratic parliament
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In the light of the above discussion it is now possible to set out the key characteristics
of a democratic parliament. It is one which is:

" q%lﬁw representative: that is, socially and politically representative of the
diversity of the people, and ensuring equal opportunities and protections for all its
members;

u TTRGET transparent: that is, being open to the nation through different media, and
transparent in the conduct of its business;

» UEFUTH accessible: this means involving the public, including the associations and
movements of civil society, in the work of parliament;

u STATHSRT accountable: this involves members of parliament being accountable to
the electorate for their performance in office and integrity of conduct;

» THTARTTEAT effective: this means the effective organisation of business in accordance
with these democratic values, and the performance of parliament’s legislative and
oversight functions in a manner that serves the needs of the whole population.

Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2006
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The following should be included in the tasks undertaken by and
expected of all parliaments:

= |aw making

= approval of taxation and expenditure, generally in the context of the
national budget

= oversight of executive actions, policy and personnel
» ratification of treaties and monitoring of treaty bodies
» debating issues of national and international moment
» hearing and redressing grievances

= approving constitutional change
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Parliaments are working hard

to be more inclusive in their composition and manner of working, especially
in relation to women and minority and marginal communities;

to be more effective public communicators, through opening more of their
work to the media, and through the development of their own websites and
broadcasting channels;

to experiment with new ways of engaging with the public, including civil
society, and enabling them to contribute to the legislative process;

to recover public confidence in the integrity of parliamentarians, through
enforceable codes of conduct and reforms in party funding;

to streamline the legislative process without limiting the proper scrutiny of
bills;

to exercise more effective oversight of the executive, including in the
increasingly important field of international policy;

to be more active in transnational collaboration, so as to provide a more
effective parliamentary component in regional and international organisations,
and in the resolution of violent conflicts.
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